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Name: __________________________________________ Class: __________ 

 

A: Reading 

 

Read the following passage carefully. 

 

The Witching Hour 

 

Sophie couldn’t sleep.  A brilliant moonbeam was shining 

through a gap in the curtains.  It was shining right onto 

her pillow.  The other children in the dormitory had 

been asleep for hours.  Sophie closed her eyes and lay 

quite still.  She tried very hard to doze off.  It was no 

good.  The moonbeam was like a silver blade slicing 

through the room on to her face. 

(paragraph 1) 

 

The house was absolutely silent.  No voices came up from downstairs.  There were no 

footsteps on the floor above either.  The window behind the curtain was wide open, 

but nobody was walking on the pavement outside.  No cars went by on the street.  Not 

the tiniest sound could be heard anywhere.  Sophie had never known such a silence. 

(paragraph 2) 

 

Perhaps, she told herself, this was what they called The Witching Hour.  The 

Witching Hour, somebody had once whispered to her, was a special moment in the 

middle of the night when everyone was asleep, except for the dark things which came 

out to play. 

(paragraph 3) 
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The moonbeam was brighter than ever on Sophie’s pillow.  She decided to get out of 

bed and close the gap in the curtains.  You got punished if you were caught out of bed 

after lights-out.  Even if you said you had to go to the bathroom, that was not 

accepted as an excuse and they punished you just the same.  But there was no one 

about now, Sophie was sure of that. 

(paragraph 4) 

 

She reached out for her glasses that lay on the chair beside her bed.  They had steel 

rims and very thick lenses, and she could hardly see a thing without them.  She put 

them on, then she slipped out of bed and tip-toed towards the window. 

(paragraph 5) 

(Adapted from The BFG by Roald Dahl) 

 

1. Tick (�) to show the correct answer.        

 

What was Sophie doing? 

 

a) Sophie was asleep  

b) Sophie wasn’t trying to sleep  

c) Sophie was trying to sleep  

d) Sophie was scared  

(1 marks) 

 

2. Tick (�) to show whether each sentence is True or False.    

  TRUE FALSE 

a) The house was very quiet.   

b) Footsteps woke Sophie up.   

c) Everyone was asleep except Sophie.   

d) Sophie went to the bathroom.   

e) Sophie heard cars passing by.   

f) Sophie managed to fall asleep.   

(3 marks) 
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3. Answer the following questions.  

 

a) What was the moonbeam compared to? (paragraph 1) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

(2 marks) 

 

b) How was Sophie sure no one was awake? (paragraph 2) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

(2 marks) 

 

c) Where did Sophie go after she got out of bed? (paragraph 5) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

(2 mark) 

 

d) What was The Witching Hour? (paragraph 3) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

(2 marks) 

 

e) Why do you think Sophie needed glasses? (paragraph 5) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 (2 marks) 
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4. Fill in. 

 

a) Sophie tip-toed towards the ______________________________________. 

(paragraph 5) 

(1 mark) 

 

b) Another way of saying sleep is ____________________________________.  

(paragraph 1) 

(2 mark) 

 

c) Perhaps, she told herself, this is what they call the witching hour.  

 

She is referring  to ________________________________________________. 

(paragraph 3) 

(1 mark) 

 

5) What could she see from the window? Use your imagination.  

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

(2 marks) 

 

B. Language 

B.1. Continue the story using the correct tense: 

 

As we passed (pass) under the bridge we _______________ (see) a huge playground 

right in front of us and we _______________ (run) as fast as we could.  Simon 

_______________ (drop) his lunch with excitement and Claire was the first up the 

slide.  Peter started _______________ (swing) very high and _______________ 

(scare) his little sister Emma.   

(5 marks) 



 

English Written– Year 5 – Half Yearly Examinations 2012 - Page 5 of 8 

B.2. Form the correct questions: 

Example:  What is Karl doing? 

Karl is building a house. 

 

1.  _______________________________________________________? 

 Pamela is talking to her brother. 

 

2.  _______________________________________________________? 

 John is angry because he lost his ball. 

 

3.  _______________________________________________________? 

 I am feeling very happy today. 

 

4.  _______________________________________________________?   

Claire is talking on the phone. 

 

5.  _______________________________________________________? 

 Simon is going to Sliema. 

(5 marks) 

 

C. Writing 

 

C.1. Continue the following sentences using the correct word: 

 

poorly better hungry delicious 

 

hot long tired 

 

I woke up feeling poorly so mum told me to stay home. Mum brought me breakfast in 

bed but I wasn’t _______________.  My sister told me to read a book but I was 

feeling really _______________.  I decided to have a _______________ nap. 

When I woke up I was feeling slightly _______________.  Mum brought me a 

_______________ cup of tea and a _______________ piece of cake.   

(6 marks) 
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C.2. Read the advert: 

 

Open Day 
 

Our school is having its yearly Open Day next  

Tuesday 3rd March  

from 9 a.m. till 4 p.m. 

 

 

          cooking                      crafts                              reading 

 

                         basketball                 water games       

 

Complete the school newsletter. 

Fill in each blank with one suitable word. The advert can help you. 

This year’s Open Day will _______________ at 9 in the morning.  There will be 

_______________ sports like football, volleyball and _______________.  A 

_______________ competition for parents together with their _______________ 

will take place in the school’s kitchen.  _______________ sessions will take place in 

the library and you can make your own puppet in the Arts and _______________ 

room.  Make sure you turn up! We will be there till _______________ in the 

afternoon. 

 (4 marks) 
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C.3. Composition: 
 

Write a composition of not less than 120 words on ONE of the following.  
 

1) My Best Friend 
 

2) A Day in the Life of a Bird  
 

3) Write a letter to your best friend about what you are going to do next week.   

Describe three places you are going to visit and explain why you are going there. 

  

4) Picture Composition: The Naughty Dog  

 

Look at the pictures below to find out what happened. Then write a story about the 

pictures.  

 

These words or phrases  may help you:  

 

for a walk, bath, wet, hanging clothes, angry, got dirty, again. 

 

 

 
 

(20 marks) 
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Composition No _____ 

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

END OF PAPER 


