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Choose the correct answer and underline it: 
 

1. Is there a greengrocer in Ħarbex Village? 
 

a. No, there is no greengrocer. 
b. Yes there is a greengrocer. 

 
2. Which house has a pond in the garden? 

 
  a. 3 Binġel Square has a pond in the garden. 
  b. 2 Binġel Square has a pond in the garden. 
 

3. Which house is next door to 5 Puntell Road? 
 
  a. 6 Puntell Road is next to 5 Puntell Road.    

 b. 3 Puntell Road is next to 5 Puntell Road. 
 

4. How many trees are there in the churchyard? 
 

a. There are five trees in the churchyard. 
b. There are three trees in the churchyard. 

 
5. Where does the bus stop in Ħarbex Village? 

 
a. The bus stops by the church. 
b. The bus stops by the ironmonger. 

 
6. What is the name of the Church in Ħarbex Village? 

 
  a. The church is called the Church of the Holy Mary. 
  b. The church is called Ħarbex Church. 
 

7. Which road is Mistra School on? 
 
  a. Mistra School is on Targa Lane. 
  b. Mistra School is on Ħarbex Lane. 
 

8. How many houses are there on Binġel Square? 
 
  a. There are two houses on Binġel Square. 
  b. There are three houses on Binġel Square. 
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Choose the right word and underline it: 
 

9. A greengrocer sells (meat, fruit, pastries) 

10.  A fishmonger sells (vegetables, utensils, fish) 

11.  An ironmonger sells (tools, bread, tinned food). 

12.  A lane is a narrow street where cars drive at high speed.       True, False 

 
 

Reading Comprehension 2    
Read the following story and answer the questions below. 
  

Paul 
Section 1 
 
“Hey Mum, do you know what?” 
No answer. 
“Hey, mum.” 
No answer. 
“MUM!” 
Paul shouted with the full force of his lungs. His face turned as red as a plum. 
“I’m not deaf, dear. There’s no need to shout.”        
(Paragraph 1) 
 
Mrs Dover stopped cutting up steak for the dogs’ dinner and looked at Paul in the 
kindly but somehow unseeing way she looked at most human beings most of the time. 
Though she was fond of Paul, she would really have been more interested in him if he 
had been a dog. Though Paul knew this, he did not resent it – indeed, from his point of 
view, the situation had its advantages. Other mothers fussed their sons about washing 
behind their ears and keeping the house tidy. Mrs. Dover fussed over her salukis 
instead: she was too busy grooming them and getting burs out of their coats to worry 
over such an unimportant thing as a bit of dirt on the back of a boy’s neck. As a 
result, Paul confined his washing activities to as small an area as possible: if he 
washed his face he stopped short at his jaw line so that he often looked like a dark 
boy wearing a fair, freckled mask. Today he had omitted even this trifling attention. 
Looking at him in her abstracted way, Mrs Dover thought he looked exceptionally well 
and brown.  
(Paragraph 2) 
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Section 2 
 
“What do you want, dear?” she asked. 
“I can’t remember now.” 
“You must have wanted something.” Mrs. Dover tried hard 
to be a careful mother. “Are you hungry, dear?” 
“Not specially. We’ve just had dinner,” Paul reminded her. 
“Oh,well.... Shouldn’t you be getting back to school, then?” 
“It’s Saturday.” 
“So it is. How silly of me. The vet came yesterday to look at Lady – he always calls on 
Fridays.” She regarded Paul with a perplexed expression. “Saturday......I’m sure there 
was something I meant to do on Saturday....”       
(Paragraph 3) 
 

“Shopping? Eggs? Bacon? Baked beans?” Paul spoke with an eye to his 
stomach. There was always plenty of dog meat and biscuits in the house 
but other things were liable to run short. “Sunday joint? Vegetables?” 
There was no answering gleam in Mrs Dover’s eye. “Paying the 
milkman?” Paul suggested. “He called this morning but I couldn’t find 
my purse.” “Behind the clock on the mantlepiece. If you’d asked me, I’d 
have told you.” “You weren’t here, or I would have done.”     

(Paragraph 4) 
 
Section 3 
 
Mrs. Dover ran her fingers through her short hair in the way she did when trying to 
remember something she had forgotten. (As she was always forgetting something, her 
hair was nearly as untidy as Paul’s) “Oh well, perhaps I’ll remember later,” she said, 
and sighed. Paul shifted from one foot to the other. “I’m going out.” “Where are you 
going?” “Nowhere.”            
(Paragraph 5) 
         
“Give my regards to Mr. Nobody, then,” Mrs Dover said, and then added, as Paul 
reached the door, “I hope ‘nowhere’ doesn’t include Gibbet Wood.” Paul held still for a 
moment; it struck him that for a vague, forgetful person, his mother often showed 
uncanny insight. In case he should need to lie, he crossed his fingers in his pocket, but 
it was all right, his mother just said placidly, “ I dare say they’ll be out shooting this 
afternoon, as it’s Saturday. I should hate it if someone shot you instead of a 
pheasant.” 
(Paragraph 6) 
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Ex A. Underline the best answer to complete these sentences: (½ mark  each) 
 
1. Mum was preparing ( meat, dog food, fish cakes ) to feed the dogs.  (par 2) 

2. Salukis are ( a breed of dogs, type of dog food, a brand of food items ). (par 2) 

3. The chat between Mrs Dover and Paul happened on a  
( Thursday, Friday, Saturday ).         (par 3) 

4.  (Mrs Dover, Paul ) knew where to find the purse when there is need of it. (par 4) 

5. The kitchen shelves were full of ( groceries, fruit, dog food ).           (par 4) 

 
Ex B. Give short answers to the following:   (½ mark  each) 
 

1. Which paragraph describes Paul? ______________ 

2. Which paragraph tells us that Mrs Dover tends to forget things? 

______________ 

3. Find a word in paragraph 1 that mentions the disability of hearing 

______________ 

4. Find a word in paragraph 2 that shows how Mrs Dover gives great attention to 

her dogs ______________ 

5. Write the days of the week mentioned in the story ______________ 

6. List 2 parts of the body that were not washed well by Paul. 

______________   ______________ 

 
Ex C. Fill in the blanks with ONE word found in the Text: (½ mark  each) 

1. A slice of meat, especially beef, cooked by broiling or frying is called 

______________. 

2. Mrs Dover prefers ______________ the dogs rather than checking Paul’s 

cleanliness. 

3. Paul’s face looked ______________ because he does not wash himself well. 

4. The ______________ came on Saturday but was not paid. 

5. Mrs Dover has short and untidy ______________ as Paul.   



English Reading Comprehension – Year 6 - Half Yearly Examinations 2012 - Page 6 of 7 

Ex D. Read the following sentences. 
 

Put a T if you think it is true, an F if you think it is False, and an N if 
there is no information about it in the passage.  (½ mark each) 

 
1. Mrs Dover was preparing to feed the dogs.        [    ]  

2. Paul is a smart and tidy boy.      [    ] 

3. Mrs. Dover and Paul were in the kitchen.    [    ] 

4. Paul’s face is brown because that’s his skin colour.  [    ] 

5. Mrs Dover is on a day off from work.    [    ] 

6. Paul doesn’t go to school on Saturday.    [    ]  

7. Gibbet Wood is a Hunter.      [    ] 

8. Lady is a  dog.        [    ] 

 

Ex E. Answer in sentences 
 
1. Why didn’t Mrs Dover answer Paul when he spoke to her at first? (section 1) 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 (1 mark) 
2. Why did Paul look so brown? (section 1) 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

(1 mark) 
3. How did Mrs Dover realise that Paul was right when he said that it was  

Saturday?  (section 2) 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

(2 marks) 
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4.  “Paul spoke with an eye to his stomach.” What does this mean? (paragraph 4) 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

(1 mark) 
5. Why did Paul cross his fingers ?   (paragraph 6) 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

(2 marks) 
6. Mrs Dover was very forgetful. Write two things that she forgot in this passage. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

(2 marks) 
7. Do you think Mrs Dover was a good mother? Why? 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

(2 marks) 
8. What do you do if you groom a dog? 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

(1 mark) 
 
 
 

END OF PAPER 


