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Reading Comprehension 

Read the following passage carefully. 

(20 marks) 

Sam’s wonderful shell 

Sam liked going to Mrs Brown’s with Mum. Mum was a home help. She went everyday 

to look after Mrs Brown’s house. 

 

She washed the dishes, made the bed, cleaned the floors, and polished the furniture. 

Sam liked the house because it wasn’t a bit like his own home. 

 

He lived in a high block of flats. There, everything was new and shiny. There weren’t 

nearly as many cupboards or secret places. But in Mrs Brown’s house there were lots 

of interesting things, and almost everything had a story about it. 

 

There was a row of old child china mugs in a cabinet with a glass front. There was a 

shining silver teapot. There was a small box with medals which Mrs Brown’s husband 

had won when he was a soldier. But best of all, there was the shell. 

 

“I got this at the seaside when I was little – oh, just five years old. It came from 

Scotland. Hold it to your ear. Now listen. If you listen very carefully, you can hear the 

sea.” 

 

Sam put it to his ear and listened. Sure enough he could hear the sea 

roaring in the distance. 

  

Year 4 English - Written  Time: 1hr 15min 



English Written – Year 4 - Half Yearly Examinations 2014 - Page 2 of 8 

A. Tick (√) to show the correct answer. 

(4 marks) 

1. Sam used to go:  

a) With his Mum to Mrs Black’s cottage  

b) With Mrs Brown to his Mum’s house  

c) With his Mum to Mrs Brown’s house  

d) With his Mum to Mr Brown’s house  

   

2. Sam’s Mum was:  

a) A home help  

b) A nurse  

c) Mrs Brown’s daughter  

d) Mrs Brown’s niece  

   

3. Sam lived in a:  

a) Bungalow  

b) High block of flats  

c) Villa  

d) House  

   

4. Mrs Brown’s sea shell came from:  

a) England  

b) Ireland  

c) Wales  

d) Scotland  
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5. Tick (√) to show whether each sentence is True or False. 

(4 marks) 

  True False 

a) Sam didn’t like going to Mrs. Brown’s house.   

b) Sam’s Mum cleaned Mrs. Brown’s house.   

c) Sam was interested in Mrs. Brown’s ornaments.   

d) Mrs Brown had found the seashell when she was four 

years old. 

  

 

B. Answer the following questions. Write complete sentences. 

1. How often did Sam’s mother go to Mrs Brown’s house? 

Sam’s mother ____________________________________________________. 

(2 marks) 

2. Make a list of the jobs that Sam’s mother did for Mrs Brown. 

_______________________________________________________________. 

(2 marks) 

3. How old was Mrs Brown when she got the shell? 

_______________________________________________________________. 

(2 marks) 

4. Is it true that Sam’s house was just like Mrs. Brown’s? 

_______________________________________________________________. 

(2 marks) 

5. Why do you think that Sam thought the shell was wonderful? 

_______________________________________________________________. 

(2 marks) 

6. Why do you think Mrs Brown needed a home help? 

_______________________________________________________________. 

(2 marks) 
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Language 

1. Fill in the blanks with the right adjective: 

The first one has been done for you. 

loud clean silky 

high sharp soft 

 

These are a cat’s paws. They are very soft so she does not make ____________ 

noises when she walks. In them, there are ___________ claws. These help her to 

climb ________ trees and to catch mice. Cats are covered with __________ fur. 

They keep it __________ by licking it with their tongue.  

(5 marks) 

2. Write these sentences in the plural. 

The first one has been done for you. 

 

1. The valley goes dry in summer. 

   The valleys go dry in summer. 

 2. His red knife was kept in the drawer. 

   His red ___________________ kept in the ___________________. 

3. The woman hangs her sheet on the roof to dry. 

    The ______________________________ on the _________ to dry. 

4. The bear ran after the deer. 

    The ________ ran after the _________. 

5. My desk is in the bedroom. 

   My ___________________ in the _______________.  

6. The car was parked in the garage. 

    The ___________________in the _________________. 

(5 marks) 
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3. Write these sentences in the past tense. 

The first one has been done for you. 

1. We cannot write as we have no pens. 

We could not write as we did not have any pens. 

2. I feel ashamed when the teacher scolds me. 

I __________ ashamed when the teacher ____________ me. 

3. The robin sings and flutters his wings. 

The robin ___________ and ________________ his wings. 

4. The footballer catches the ball and throws it again. 

The footballer __________ the ball and ____________ it again. 

5. I eat an apple and drink a glass of water. 

I _________ an apple and _________ a glass of water. 

6. The thief steals a bag full of money and runs away. 

The thief ___________ a bag full of money and __________ away. 

(5 marks) 

 

 

4. Fill in using suitable prepositions. 

The first one has been done for you. 

 

In my dream, I saw an old man sitting _________ a bench _________ a big apple 

tree. He asked me to go _________ him. I agreed and he then asked me to climb up 

the tree to pick some apples _________ him. I was very careful but the first apple I 

dropped fell __________ his head! 

(5 marks) 
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5. Composition 

Write a paragraph of 10 sentences about on one of the following. 

(20 marks) 

a) A day in bed. 

 

b) A surprise birthday party. 

 

c) At the airport. 

 

d) A car accident. These words and picture can help you: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

car, accident, people, crash, pole, hurt, help, call, ambulance, hospital. 
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END OF PAPER 


