
 
St Margaret College 

Half Yearly Examinations 2014 

English Listening Comprehension – Teacher’s Paper – Year 6 - Half Yearly Examinations 2014 - Page 1 of 9 

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHER’S PAPER 

 

Task 1 – Part 1  

 

(Allow a 15 second pause while students familiarise themselves with the task.) 
 
Listen carefully. You will hear the reading twice.  

 

Now listen to the following news. You may start underlining the correct word or 

phrase as you listen.  

 

These are the news headlines:  

 

 Scientists discover flying frog.  
 The Big Scientific Debate: Is Pluto a planet or not? 

 
 Scientists discover flying frog.  

 
A new species of flying frog living on the ground has been discovered by scientists in 

Sydney. "We came across a huge green frog, sitting on a log," said Jodi Rowley, an 

amphibian biologist at the Australian Museum in Sydney and author of a new study of 

the frog. During the latest study, Rowley discovered that the nine-centimetre long 

creature has huge hands and uses webbed feet to glide through the forest. So far, 

only five flying frogs have been found in two patches of lowland forest and according 

to Rowley, such animals can probably tolerate a little bit of disturbance as long as 

they have large trees and pools.  
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 The Big Scientific Debate: Is Pluto a planet or not? 

 
"Pluto is no longer a planet," Nat tells his friend Bob. There is a debate in the 

scientific world, whether Pluto is a planet or not. According to the International 

Astronomical Union, a full-fledged planet is an object that orbits the sun and is large 

enough to have become round due to the force of its own gravity. “Because Pluto is 

not large enough and it doesn't meet the requirements, it is called a dwarf planet.” 

Andy Cheng, a planetary scientist thinks that this is not the way to decide whether 

Pluto is a planet or not. “Not everyone agrees that this is a good way to decide,” tells 

us Andy Cheng. While the argument continues, Nat and Bob are both correct and new 

textbooks will list Pluto as being a dwarf planet. 

 
Listen to the sentences and underline the correct word or phrase in the brackets 

as you listen. (Include the 4 second pause after each number.) 

1.      A flying frog was discovered by (scientists, biologists, archaeologists).  

2.  The green frog was sitting (by a stream, under a tree, on a log).  

3.  The creature uses its webbed feet to (waddle across pools, leap higher, glide).  

4.  The frogs can tolerate disturbances only if there are (no people around, swamps  

     and mud, large trees and pools) nearby.  

5.  At present, there is a (discussion, study, discovery) about Pluto. 

6.  Pluto is no longer considered a planet because (it is not large enough, there isn't  

     enough atmosphere, there is no force of gravity).   

7.  The force of gravity affects the planet's (roundness, atmosphere, velocity).  

8.  Some text books will list Pluto as being a (giant, shiny, dwarf) planet.  

 
Now you will hear the announcements again. Listen carefully. (The announcements 
are read a second time.)  
 

These are the news headlines:  

 

 Scientists discover flying frog.  
 The Big Scientific Debate: Is Pluto a planet or not? 

 

  

 Scientists discover flying frog.  

 
A new species of flying frog living on the ground has been discovered by scientists in 

Sydney. "We came across a huge green frog, sitting on a log," said Jodi Rowley, an 

amphibian biologist at the Australian Museum in Sydney and author of a new study of 

the frog. During the latest study, Rowley discovered that the nine-centimetre long 

creature has huge hands and uses webbed feet to glide through the forest. So far, 
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only five flying frogs have been found in two patches of lowland forest and according 

to Rowley, such animals can probably tolerate a little bit of disturbance as long as 

they have large trees and pools.  

 

The Big Scientific Debate: Is Pluto a planet or not? 

 
"Pluto is no longer a planet," Nat tells his friend Bob. There is a debate in the 

scientific world, whether Pluto is a planet or not. According to the International 

Astronomical Union, a full-fledged planet is an object that orbits the sun and is large 

enough to have become round due to the force of its own gravity. “Because Pluto is 

not large enough and it doesn't meet the requirements, it is called a dwarf planet.” 

Andy Cheng, a planetary scientist thinks that this is not the way to decide whether 

Pluto is a planet or not. “Not everyone agrees that this is a good way to decide,” tells 

us Andy Cheng. While the argument continues, Nat and Bob are both correct and new 

textbooks will list Pluto as being a dwarf planet. 

 
Listen to the sentences again. You may finish this task as you listen.  

(The sentences are read a second time. Include the 4 second pause after each 
number.)  
 

Listen to the sentences and underline the correct word or phrase in the brackets 

as you listen. (Include the 4 second pause after each number.) 
 

1.      A flying frog was discovered by (scientists, biologists, archaeologists).  

2.  The green frog was sitting (by a stream, under a tree, on a log).  

3.  The creature uses its webbed feet to (waddle across pools, leap higher, glide).  

4.  The frogs can tolerate disturbances only if there are (no people around, swamps  

     and mud, large trees and pools) nearby.  

5.  At present, there is a (discussion, study, discovery) about Pluto. 

6.  Pluto is no longer considered a planet because (it is not large enough, there isn't  

     enough atmosphere, there is no force of gravity).   

7.  The force of gravity affects the planet's (roundness, atmosphere, velocity).  

8.  Some text books will list Pluto as being a (giant, shiny, dwarf) planet.  

 
You now have some time to check your answers. (Allow 30 seconds)  
 

This is the end of Task One. (Allow a 30 second pause between Task 1 and Task 2.) 
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Look at the exercises for Task Two.  

(Allow a 50 second pause while students familiarise themselves with the exercises.)  
 

Listen carefully. You will hear the reading twice.  

 

Tigers 
 

Tigers are endangered creatures.  For many years they have been hunted for their 

beautiful fur.   Tigers' habitat has also dwindled seriously as humans have developed 

land for uses such as farming and housing. We must protect these animals so that 

their numbers can increase.  We ought to learn more about them and we should make 

sure that they are not allowed to die out. 

 

A tiger is a fierce, strong cat that hunts in forests and jungles.  Tigers are the 

biggest cats in the world.  A male tiger may be longer than a car and weighs more than 

two adult men.   

 

Female tigers are smaller than the males.  A female tiger is called a tigress.  Apart 

from their size, male and female tigers look the same.  They both have orange fur 

with thick, black stripes. 

 

Tigers can live in cold, snowy mountains and forests as well as hot jungles, grasslands 

and swamps.  Nowadays, most tigers live in India and other parts of Southeast Asia. 

Unlike most members of the cat family, tigers seem to enjoy water. They swim well 

and often soak in streams or pools of water to cool off.  Tigers are not very common 

anywhere in the world.  Tigers live on their own for most of the time.  A tiger does 

not make a home but each one lives in its own special area.  This is called its territory 

and it has to be large enough to give the tiger food, water and shelter. 

 

A tiger marks its territory with scent, droppings and scrape marks.  It also roars 

from time to time.  These smells, marks and sounds usually tell other tigers, ‘I live 

here, keep out’. 

 

Tigers usually hunt at night.  They spend a lot of time searching for food.  A tiger’s 

favourite food is deer and wild pigs but it will eat any animals it can catch, from 

monkeys and peacocks to buffalo and goats.  A tiger has many weapons to catch food.  

It has its long, pointed front teeth, sharp, curved claws and powerful shoulders.  But 

a tiger has to work hard for its meals.  It can’t run as fast as many of the animals it 

hunts, so it has to get quite close to them before it pounces. 
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Listen to the exercises and complete them. (Include the 4 second pause after each 
number.)  

 

Exercise 1: 
 

True, False or No Information Given? Tick () the correct box. (5 marks)  

 

a. Tigers have been overhunted for their beautiful fur.  
 

 True   False   No Information Given  
 

b. An increase in tigers' natural habitats has been registered. 
 

 True   False   No Information Given  
 

c. Tigers can live in hot and cold places.  
 

 True   False   No Information Given  
 

d. There are over two thousand tigers living in India right now.  
 

 True   False   No Information Given  
 

e. Tigers eat, drink and find shelter in the forest.  
 

 True   False   No Information Given  
 

 

Exercise 2: 
 

Tick ( ) the best answer.        (3 marks)  
 

a. Among the feline family, tigers are the only species that 

 

i. have adapted themselves to various habitats.   

ii. enjoy soaking in water.    

iii. are outnumbered when compared to other species.    
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b. Tigers 

 

i. are independent creatures.   

ii. prowl in groups.  

iii. relate to others of the same gender.   
 

c. Tigers keep other animals at bay by  

 

i. spending time in groups.   

ii. hiding behind trees and pouncing on the prey.   

iii. marking their own territory in different ways.   
 

 
 

Exercise 3: 
 

Complete the sentences.         (4 marks)  

 
1.  In order to hunt and catch their prey, tigers use    _________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. At times, it is very hard for a tiger to catch its prey because _______________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Listen to the reading again.  
 

Tigers 
 

Tigers are endangered creatures.  For many years they have been hunted for their 

beautiful fur.   Tigers' habitat has also dwindled seriously as humans have developed 

land for uses such as farming and housing. We must protect these animals so that 

their numbers can increase.  We ought to learn more about them and we should make 

sure that they are not allowed to die out. 

 

A tiger is a fierce, strong cat that hunts in forests and jungles.  Tigers are the 

biggest cats in the world.  A male tiger may be longer than a car and weighs more than 

two adult men.   

 

Female tigers are smaller than the males.  A female tiger is called a tigress.  Apart 

from their size, male and female tigers look the same.  They both have orange fur 

with thick, black stripes. 

 

Tigers can live in cold, snowy mountains and forests as well as hot jungles, grasslands 

and swamps.  Nowadays, most tigers live in India and other parts of Southeast Asia. 

Unlike most members of the cat family, tigers seem to enjoy water. They swim well 

and often soak in streams or pools of water to cool off.  Tigers are not very common 

anywhere in the world.  Tigers live on their own for most of the time.  A tiger does 

not make a home but each one lives in its own special area.  This is called its territory 

and it has to be large enough to give the tiger food, water and shelter. 

 

A tiger marks its territory with scent, droppings and scrape marks.  It also roars 

from time to time.  These smells, marks and sounds usually tell other tigers, ‘I live 

here, keep out’. 

 

Tigers usually hunt at night.  They spend a lot of time searching for food.  A tiger’s 

favourite food is deer and wild pigs but it will eat any animals it can catch, from 

monkeys and peacocks to buffalo and goats.  A tiger has many weapons to catch food.  

It has its long, pointed front teeth, sharp, curved claws and powerful shoulders.  But 

a tiger has to work hard for its meals.  It can’t run as fast as many of the animals it 

hunts, so it has to get quite close to them before it pounces. 
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Listen to the exercises again. You may finish off any remaining exercises as you 

listen.  

 

Exercise 1: 
 

True, False or No Information Given? Tick () the correct box. (5 marks)  

 

a.  Tigers have been overhunted for their beautiful fur.  
 

 True   False   No Information Given  
 

b. An increase in tigers' natural habitats has been registered. 
 

 True   False   No Information Given  
 

c. Tigers can live in hot and cold places.  
 

 True   False   No Information Given  
 

d. There are over two thousand tigers living in India right now.  
 

 True   False   No Information Given  
 

e. Tigers eat, drink and find shelter in the forest.  
 

 True   False   No Information Given  
 

 

Exercise 2: 
 

Tick (  ) the best answer.        (3 marks)  
 

a. Among the feline family, tigers are the only species that 

 

i. have adapted themselves to various habitats.   

ii. enjoy soaking in water.    

iii. are outnumbered when compared to other species.    
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b. Tigers 

 

i. are independent creatures.   

ii. prowl in groups.  

iii. relate to others of the same gender.   
 

c. Tigers keep other animals at bay by  

 

i. spending time in groups.   

ii. hiding behind trees and pouncing on the prey.   

iii. marking their own territory in different ways.   
 

 
 

Exercise 3: 
 

Complete the sentences.         (4 marks)  

 
1.  In order to hunt and catch their prey, tigers use    _________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. At times, it is very hard for a tiger to catch its prey because _______________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Total 20 Marks 


