
 
St Margaret College 

Half Yearly Examinations 2014 

English Reading – Year 6 - Half Yearly Examinations 2014 - Page 1 of 8 

 

 

 

 

Name: __________________________________________ Class: __________ 

 

Reading Comprehension 1        (6 marks) 

 

Read the three book blurbs below. Then answer the questions that follow.  

 

The Twits 

by Roald Dahl, illustrated by Quentin Blake 
 

Mr and Mrs Twit are really disgusting. They smell because they never 

wash, they fight because they play tricks on each other AND they 

hate children!  

 

But worst of all, they keep monkeys in their back garden and in cages. 

It's time for the monkeys to get their revenge on these two most  

revolting creatures. A really delightful short story written by Roald 

Dahl. 

 

 

Young Wizards 

by Michael Lawrence, illustrated by Chris Mould 
 

Brin and Arlo are just two normal boys. Or so they think. But today is a 

very special day. A day when weird things start to happen.  

 

Things that can only get weirder when there are young wizards about... 

A laugh-out-loud comedy from the author of Young Monsters and Young 
Dracula (now a hit BBC TV series). 

 

 

 

Year 6 English Reading Time: 50 minutes 
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Magical Stories 

 

Read about Tillie McGillie's Fantastical Chair, The Ghost of 
Crumbling Castle, Fred the Vampire and lots more in these 

wonderful, yet spooky nine stories by various top authors such as 

Vivian French, Sarah Hayes and Martin Waddell. 

 

 

 

1. Underline the correct answer.  

 

(a) Mr and Mrs Twit          (½ mark) 

 

i) monkeys in cages.  

ii) two creatures on the roof. 

iii) birds in their back garden.  

 

(b)  The boys’ names in Young Wizards are      (½ mark) 

 

i) Michael and Chris. 

ii) Arlo and Brin. 

iii) Dracula and BBC. 

 

(c)  Magical Stories compiles a number of stories written by   (1 mark)                       

 

i) one author.  

ii) three authors. 

iii) many authors.  
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2. Read the following sentences. Put a T if the sentence is true, an F if it is 

false and N if there is no information given.      (½ mark each) 

 

(a)  Mr and Mrs Twit are two pleasant and lovable people.   

(b)  All three books are very short.   

(c)  Michael Lawrence also wrote Young Monsters and Young Dracula.   

(d)  Chris Mould illustrated the book Young Wizards.  

(e)  Young Wizards is a boring story.  

(f)  All stories in Magical Stories are scary.   

 

 

3. Fill in the blanks with one word.      (½ mark each) 

 

(a)  Mr and Mrs Twit ______________ tricks on each other.  

 

(b) Brin and Arlo of Young Wizards were two ordinary boys until one day 

_____________ things began to happen.  

 

Reading Comprehension 2         (24 marks) 

 

Read the following passage which is divided into two sections. Then, answer the 

questions that follow each section.  

 

Section 1 - SHARKS 
 

Scientists have found that there are more than 

three hundred and sixty different species of living 

sharks. Fossils show that sharks have been 

swimming around the world's ocean for more than 

four hundred million years. (paragraph 1)  

 

They are, of course, best known for attacking and eating humans, but in reality, most 

sharks are harmless to man. Sharks have acute hearing, good eyesight and a keen 
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sense of smell, all of which are senses used for hunting. It is true that every year 

there is a small number of horrific attacks on swimmers and surfers which get a lot 

of media attention. In America, for example, sixteen shark attacks occur on average 

every year but not more than one shark death in one year, if any.  However, people 

fish constantly for sharks for food, for their hides and for oils. Due to this, 

researchers also believe that their population may be declining dramatically, despite 

the fact that some sharks are still not on the endangered list species. (paragraph 2)  

 

It is evident that the three kinds of sharks that are most likely to attack humans are 

the tiger shark, the great white shark and the bull shark. According to many experts, 

bull sharks are the most dangerous sharks in the world. This is due to the fact that 

they are an aggressive species of sharks, and they tend to hunt in waters where 

people often swim, usually along tropical shorelines. Their head-butting habit on their 

prey, along with their short, blunt snout and grumpy personality, led to their names.    

(paragraph 3) 

 

Bull sharks live in shallow, warm ocean waters and they are also known for swimming up 

into freshwater rivers. Sharks must keep salt in their bodies to survive. However, bull 

sharks have developed special adaptations in their kidneys and they have special 

glands near their tails to keep salt in their bodies even when they swim around in 

freshwater. Humans are not part of a bull shark's normal prey and scientists believe 

that when a bull shark attacks a person, this is because the predator is curious or 

possibly mistakes the person for prey. (paragraph 4) 

 

Questions on Section 1        (8 marks) 

 

1.  What evidence do scientists have that sharks have been around in the oceans for 

millions of years?           (1 mark) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Which word in paragraph 2 has the same meaning as sharp and sensitive? (1 mark)  

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Why is the population of sharks declining?       (1 mark) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Read the following sentences. Put a T if the sentence is true, an F if it is false and 

N if there is no information given in Section 1.      (½ mark each) 

 

(a) People have a mistaken opinion regarding sharks.   

(b) On average there are 60 shark attacks in America each year.   

(c) Bull sharks live in very cold waters.   

(d) The average life span of great white sharks is about a hundred years.  

 

5. Tick () the correct statement.         (1 mark) 

 

(a) Bull sharks swim close to beaches to attack humans.  

(b) Bull sharks live in ocean waters and fresh water rivers.   

(c) Bull sharks are so called for their unpredictable behaviour.   

 

 

6. What makes bull sharks survive in freshwater rivers?    (2 marks) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section 2 – AVOIDING SHARK ATTACKS  
 

The sharks' size, power and great toothy jaws fill humans with fear and fascination 

and trigger an innate desire in scientists to continue studying this creature. Though 

sharks kill only a few people each year, media coverage and movie portrayals of 

attacks have marked sharks as voracious killing machines. People's fears have fuelled 

an industry that hunts more than a hundred million sharks yearly and threatens to 

purge these vital predators from the oceans. (paragraph 5) 

 

While bull sharks are very aggressive creatures, great white sharks tend to be 

surprisingly different. When a great white shark is born, along with up to a dozen 

siblings, it immediately swims away from its mother. Baby sharks, which reach a 

length of around a metre and a half at birth, are on their own right from the start. 

They may then grow three times as much as the length at birth. Similarly to a bull 

shark, the pup must avoid predators bigger than it is, including other great white 

sharks. Young great white sharks eat fish and rays. As it grows, the shark's favourite 

prey becomes sea mammals, especially sea lions and seals.  (paragraph 6) 
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Sharks count on the element of surprise as they prowl. When they spot a seal at the 

surface of the water, sharks often position themselves underneath the seal. 

Ultimately, they swim upward at a fast sprint, bursting out of the water in a leap and 

falling back into the water with the seal in their mouths. Sharks do not chew their 

food. They rip off chunks of meat and swallow them whole. Sharks can eventually last 

for a month or two without another big meal. (paragraph 7) 

 

Shark attacks on humans are rare. Most shark attacks on humans have occurred in 

the waters of the United States. In countries where shark attacks on humans are 

common, warnings have been outlined to alert swimmers when spending days by the 

beach. Swimmers and beach-goers are encouraged to swim in guarded areas, avoid 

swimming at dusk and in murky water and remove bright jewellery or high contrasting 

colours before plunging into the water. (paragraph 8) 

 

Swimmers are encouraged to stay in groups and do not wander away from their 

companions, since sharks are most likely to attack individuals. Swimmers must never 

go into the water if they are bleeding, even if the cut or injury is minor. Sharks 

possess very keen senses, and blood could attract one from metres away. Swimmers 

are also reminded to avoid being in the water during early morning and late afternoon, 

since sharks actively feed at those times. (paragraph 9) 

 

While fear of sharks is well founded, the greater fear should be of shark extinction, 

since scientists believe that no one knows what would happen to the ecosystem if 

sharks are extinct. (paragraph 10) 

 

Questions on Section 2        (12 marks) 

 

7. What makes scientists want to study more about sharks?   (1 mark) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. How does the media portray sharks?       (1 mark) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 
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9. Which word from paragraph 5 is the same as eliminate?    (1 mark) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Underline the best answer to complete the sentences:   (½ mark each) 

 

(a) A great white shark is born along with (exactly, more than, not more than) twelve  

     other babies. 

 

(b) Baby sharks are about a metre and a half long (at birth, after two years, as  

     adults).  

 

(c) Young sharks must (stay away from, stay with, swim along) bigger predators.  

 

 

11. Read the following sentences. Put a T if the sentence is true, an F if it is false and  

     N if there is no information given in Section 2.     (½ mark each) 

 

(a) People kill more than hundred million sharks every month.   

(b) Young great white sharks are independent creatures.  

(c) Great white sharks might prey on younger great white sharks.  

(d)  Sharks attack only humans who have cuts or injuries.  

(e)  Sharks will be extinct in the next hundred years.  

 

12. How do sharks attack seals?         (1 mark) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Mention two things swimmers should avoid doing in countries where shark attacks  

     are very common.         (2 marks) 

 

(a)  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

(b)  _____________________________________________________________ 
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14. What is the scientists' greatest fear?      (2 marks) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Questions on the whole passage.        (4 marks) 

 

15. Tick two () words which best describe sharks.    (2 marks) 

 

fragile  threatening  

fearless  powerless  

ferocious  harmless  

 

16. What is your own opinion regarding sharks? Why do you have this opinion?  

(2 marks) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

END OF PAPER 


