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Year 5 English Time: 1hr 15min 

 
Name: ____________________________________   Class: _______________ 
 
A. READING COMPREHENSION                                                                  (20 marks) 

Read the passage carefully and then answer the questions that follow. 
 

The Hidden Key 
 

Jim lived in a big old house with a very big garden. The house 
was rather creepy so Jim preferred the garden. He would spend 
hours kicking a football around the overgrown lawn, climbing the old 
apple trees in the orchard or just staring into the pond in case he 
might spot a fish. Jim liked hunting about in the garden with a stick. 
(Paragraph 1) 
 

One day, as he was poking about under some leaves, he saw a piece of metal 
sticking out of the ground. He reached down and managed to pull it free. In his hand 

lay a rusty old key! It was quite large, and, as Jim 
brushed away the soil, he saw that it was carved with 
beautiful patterns. (Paragraph 2) 
 

Jim set about trying to find the lock that it fitted. First he tried the old garden 
gate but the key was far too small for its lock. Next he tried the grandfather clock in 
the hall. But, once again, the key did not fit. (Paragraph 3) 
 

‘Perhaps the key fits something in the attic,’ Jim thought. He was usually too 
scared to go into the attic on his own, but he wanted to find the key’s home. So he ran 
up the stairs and saw that the door was partially open. As he tried to open the door 
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further it started to squeak. The room was dimly lit, dusty and full of 
cobwebs. The wooden floor creaked and Jim shivered. He tried to open 
some old boxes but the key didn’t fit. Suddenly, he caught sight of a large 
book sticking out from one of the shelves. This book had a large lock so Jim lifted down 
the book, which was very heavy, and put it on the floor. (Paragraph 4) 
 

It was his last option! Jim’s fingers trembled as he put the key in the lock. It fitted 
perfectly! As he opened the book and turned the pages, he saw that this book had tiny 
writing with no pictures at all. Jim felt disappointed and was about to close the book 
when something made him jump back: ‘You have unlocked my secrets,’ it said. ‘Step 
into my pages and welcome into my world.’ (Paragraph 5) 
 

(Adapted from 365 Stories and Rhymes for Boys) 
 
1. Tick () to show the correct answer.                                                       (2 marks) 
 
a. Where did Jim spend most of his time?  in the garage  
  in the garden  
  in his bedroom  
  on the roof  
   
b. What did Jim expect to spot in the pond?  different leaves  
  his friends  
  a ball  
  a fish  

 
2. Tick () to show if each of these sentences is TRUE or FALSE.               (3 marks) 
 
 TRUE FALSE 
a. There were apple trees in the garden.   
b. The key was brand new.   
c. Jim threw away the key.   
d. The key belonged to the grandfather clock.   
e. Jim loved to play in the attic.   
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f. There was somebody in the attic.   
 

3. Answer the following questions.                                                                    
 

a. What did Jim see under the leaves? (Paragraph 2) 
 
_______________________________________________________________  

(1 mark) 
 
b. Which door did he try first? (Paragraph 3) 
 
_______________________________________________________________  

(1 mark) 
 
c. List three (3) things which show that the attic had been closed for a long time. 

(Paragraph 4)  
 

1. ___________________________________________________________ 
2. ___________________________________________________________ 
3. ___________________________________________________________ 

 (3 marks)  
 

d. Jim’s fingers trembled as he put the key in the lock. Why do you think his 
fingers trembled? (Paragraph 5) 

 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

(2 marks) 
 
e. What made Jim jump back? (Paragraph 5) 
 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                 (2 marks) 
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4. Fill in the blanks with the right words.  
 

a. In paragraph 1 there is a word that means the same as scary. 
This word is ______________________________.                                             
                                                                                                    (1 mark) 

 
b. In paragraph 4 there is a phrase (a group of words) which means the same as 

he saw. This phrase is    
____________________________________________.                  (2 marks) 

 
c. From the story find three (3) adjectives that describe the key and write them 

down.                                                                                                               (3 marks) 
 
 
 

  

 
B. LANGUAGE                                                                                                   (10 marks) 
 
1. Read the paragraph below. Use the given words to fill in the blanks. (5 marks) 

 
never nobody on your left Sometimes Stop  

 
 “If only we could find some cake in the nursery!” said Bimbo the cat. 

“______________________________ the children leave crumbles on the plate.” 
“There is the nursery! It’s 
______________________________,” said Bimbo. “But 
the nursery looks closed,” sighed Topsy the dog. “That’s 
strange.” “I have ______________________________ 
seen that door closed,” replied Bimbo. Bimbo started walking 
towards the door. 
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“______________________________!” shouted out Topsy. “I heard footsteps. 
It’s better if we hide.” They hid and waited for someone to arrive, but 
______________________________ appeared. 

 
2. Use the phrases in the table below to complete the sentences as in the 

example.                                                                                                       (5 marks)  
 

 

 

you grow up healthy. 
 
 

your things are in order. 
 
 

they are always clean. 
 
 

you don’t get hurt. 
 
 

they don’t get lost. 
 
 

you don’t feel tired at school. 
 

 
a. You should go to bed early so that you don’t feel tired at school. 

 
b. You should cross the street carefully so that 

___________________________________________________________. 

 

c. You should tidy your room so that 

___________________________________________________________. 

 

d. You should wash your hands so that 

___________________________________________________________. 
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e. You should eat a lot of fruit so that 
___________________________________________________________. 
 

f. You should write your name on your books so that 
___________________________________________________________. 

 
 
C. WRITING                                                                                                       (30  marks) 
 
1. Look carefully at the timetable below and then complete the questions 

beneath it.                                                                                                       (5 marks) 
 

School Olympics Timetable 
Time Sunny Coasters Moonlight Shadows Lucky Stars 
09:00 Handball Tug of War Running 
09:30 Running Relay Tennis Football 
10:00 Table Tennis Volleyball Rugby 
10:30 Golf  Basketball Long Jump 
11:00 Gymnastics High Jump Throwing 

 
a. Which team is going to play basketball? 

The Moonlight Shadows. 
 

b. ___________________________ is each game? 
It’s thirty minutes long. 
 

c. ___________________________ games is each team going to play? 
Five games. 
 

d. ___________________________ are the Sunny Coasters going to play golf? 
At half past ten. 
 

e. ___________________________ is the last event for the Lucky Stars? 
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It’s throwing. 
 

f. ___________________________ is football? 
It’s a game played with a ball. 

 
 
 
 
2. Read the following text about Tina and her parents. Fill in 

the blanks with correct words. The first one has been done 
for you.                                                                              (5 marks) 
 
Tina goes to Newton School. She is a student in Year 5. Her 

father is a ______________________________. He works in the newspaper 
office. A few hours ago there was a car ______________________________ in 

Maple Town so he is going there to write a 
______________________________ about what happened. Tina’s 
mother is a librarian. She works in the 
______________________________. After work, she is going to 
the ______________________________ to buy some meat. 

 
3. Composition 
 
Write about 120 words on ONE of the following titles:                                    (20 marks) 
 
a. An old person in our street. 

 Write about an old person who lives in your street. 
 What is the name of this person? 
 How long have you known him or her? 
 How often do you see him or her?  
 Why is this person special? 
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b. Write a letter to your friend about the new pet in your house. 
 Describe your pet.  
 How did you get your pet? 
 How do you take care of it? 
 Why do you love this pet so much? 

 
c. Continue the story: Once upon a time there was a giant who lived on an island 

… 
 Describe the giant and where he lived. 
 Mention / describe any other living creatures. 
 Was the giant sad / happy / dangerous? 
 You may invent a tale about the giant. 

d. Picture Composition: The Hare and the Tortoise. 
 Follow the pictures and write a story about the hare and the tortoise. 
 Use the words next to each picture to help you write the story. 
 What do we learn from such a story? 

 
 

 
 

rabbit, boasting, 
run, fast, 

laughed, turtle, 
slow 

 

challenged,  
joke, 

raced ahead 

 

 
 

halfway, hot, 
tired,  

short nap,  
slept longer 

 

kept walking, 
determined,  
finish line,  

won the race 

 
Composition Title: ________________________________________________ 
 
Plan your writing in the box below: 
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_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________
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END OF PAPER. 


