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Year 4 English (Written) Time: 1hr 15min 

 

Name: ______________________________________  Class: ______________ 

 

A. Reading Comprehension (20 marks) 

Read the following passage carefully. 

"I have some important news for you, so listen carefully” said Miss Honey.  "It is the Headmistress's 

custom to take over the class for one period each week. She does this with every class in the school.   

So tomorrow at two o'clock, Miss Trunchbull will be taking over from me for one lesson. Is that 

understood?"  

"Yes, Miss Honey," they chirruped. 

"A word of warning to you all" Miss Honey said. "The Headmistress is very strict 

about everything. Make sure your clothes are clean, your faces are clean 

and your hands are clean. Speak only when spoken to. Never argue 

with her. Never answer back.  If you do, you will make her angry, 

and when the Headmistress gets angry you had better watch out."  

"You can say that again" Lavender murmured.  

"I am quite sure", Miss Honey said, "that she will be testing you on your two-times table. So I 

strongly advise you to swot it up when you get home tonight." 

"And one more thing,” continued Miss Honey, “a jug of water and a glass must always be on the 

table when the Headmistress comes in. Now, who will be responsible for seeing that it's there?" 

"I will" Lavender said at once.  

"Very well, Lavender," Miss Honey said. "It will be your job to go to the kitchen, get a jug, fill it 

with water and put it on the table with a clean empty glass just before the lesson starts."  

"I won't forget," Lavender said. "I promise I won't." 
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Lavender's mind was going over the possibilities that this water-jug job had opened up for her. She 

longed to do something truly heroic. She admired Hortensia and Matilda for the daring deeds they 

had done at school. Then, she had a brilliant idea.  

There was a muddy pond at the bottom of Lavender's garden and this was the home 

of a colony of newts. The newt is an incredibly ugly gruesome-looking animal, rather 

like a baby crocodile but with a shorter head.   

That evening Lavender went to the pond determined to catch a newt. She waited 

patiently until she spotted one. Then, using her school hat as a net, she swooped and 

caught it.  

The next day Lavender carried her secret weapon to school in her 

satchel. She was tingling with excitement.  

(Adapted from Matilda by Roald Dahl) 

1. Tick () to show the correct answer. 
 

i) What was the class teacher’s name? (1 mark) 

a) Miss Green a)  

b) Miss Honey b)  

c) Miss Trunchbull c)  

d) Miss Lucky d)  

 

ii) At what time was the Headmistress coming to take over the class? (1 mark) 

a) At four o’clock a)  

b) At noon b)  

c) At eight o’clock c)  

d) At two o’clock d)  
 

 

2. Tick () to show whether each statement is True or False. (4 marks) 

 
 

  True False 

a) The Headmistress was very strict about everything.   

b) Miss Honey told the children to revise their five-times tables.   

c) A cup of coffee must always be on the table when the Headmistress 

comes in. 
  

d) It was Lavender’s task to go to the kitchen, get the jug, fill it with 

water and put it on the table. 
  

e) The newts lived in a muddy pond in Lavender’s garden.   

f) A newt is an ugly creature which looks like a baby crocodile but with 

a longer head. 
  

g) Lavender caught the newt with a fishing net.   

h) Lavender took the newt to school.   
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3. Find words in the story that mean the same as:  (2 marks) 
 

caution   _______________ schoolbag   _______________ 

 

4. Answer the following questions. 

 

a) What was the important news Miss Honey told her class? 

The important news was  _________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________       (2 marks) 

 

 

b) Why did Miss Honey warn her class never to answer back or argue with the Headmistress?  

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________     (2 marks) 

 

c) Who was responsible for putting the jug of water and an empty glass on the table? 

____________________________________________________________________      (1 mark) 

 

d) What creatures lived in the muddy pond? 

____________________________________________________________________       (1 mark) 

 

e) By finding words from the passage describe what is a newt.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________     (2 marks)     

 

 

f) “Lavender went to the pond to catch a newt.  She waited patiently until she spotted one.”  

What did Lavender use to catch the newt? 

_______________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

g)   What do you think Lavender planned to do with the newt? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________     (3 marks)          

 

 

 



English – Year 4 - Half Yearly Examinations 2016 - Page 4 of 10 

B. Language (10 marks) 

 

B.1. Fill in the blanks with the correct PAST TENSE of the verb in brackets.  

The first one has been done for you.  (½ mark x 10 = 5 marks) 

At two o'clock sharp the class assembled (assemble), including Miss Honey who _____________ 

(note) that the jug of water and the glass ____________ (are) in the proper place.  Then, she 

______________ (take) up a position standing right at the back.  Everyone ______________ 

(wait).  Suddenly in ______________ (march) the gigantic figure of the 

Headmistress in her belted smock and green breeches.  

"Good afternoon, children," she ___________ (say). 

"Good afternoon, Miss Trunchbull," they _______________ (answer). 

The Headmistress ______________ (stand) before the class, legs apart, hands 

on hips, glaring at the small boys and girls who _______________ (sit) nervously at their desks in 

front of her. 

“Stand up everybody!" she __________________ (command). 
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B.2. Look at the picture.   

Read and fill each blank with ONE suitable preposition from the table below. The 

first one has been done for you.  (½ mark x 10 = 5 marks) 

 

in front of under above between on inside 

 

 
 

 

a) The picture is above the armchair. 

b) The mouse is _________________ the drawer. 

c) The plate is _________________ the shelf. 

d) The ball is _________________ the table. 

e) There is a lamp which is _________________ the sofa and the armchair. 

f) The robot is _________________ the sofa. 
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C. Writing (30 marks) 

 

C.1. Write two sentences about this picture. 

 The first one has been done for you.  (4 marks) 
 

1. It is autumn and the children are playing outside in a huge pile of leaves. 

2. ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

3. ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________  
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C.2. Short Writing task 

 Use the information below to fill in the blanks in the invitation. (6 marks) 

 

 

Jacob is organising a Surprise Birthday Party for Erika.  The party is going to be held on the 28th 

February 2016 at Fort Rinella, Kalkara.  It will start at 5 o’clock. 

 

Help Jacob write the invitation to send to Erika’s friend Maria. 
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C.3. Composition  (20 marks) 

In not less than 90 words write ten sentences or a paragraph on ONE of the following: 

 

1. Imagine you are a Cat 

Write the story of your life.  You can describe what kind of cat you are; where 

you live; if you have a family or any friends; how you spend your day; what you 

like and dislike.  

 

2. My favourite movie 

Write about a movie that you really like.  Write what the movie is called, what it is about and 

why you like it so much. 

 

3. Continue the story.  

One day, as I was walking home from school, a spaceship landed right 

in front of me!  An alien came out and started to walk towards me….. 

Describe the alien.  Did he speak to you?  What did he tell you? 

What happened next? 

 

4. Write about Elephants. 

Use the given information 

Description Can do Cannot do Food Other 

largest land 

mammals in the 

world 

have trunk 

have tusks 

large, thin ears 

 

use trunk to lift food and 

suck up water 

use tusks to dig and find 

food 

swim - use trunk to 

breathe like a snorkel 

jump leaves 

twigs 

bamboo 

fruit 

 

live in parts of Africa 

and Asia 

make loud trumpeting 

noises 
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Title Number: _____________ 

 

Plan your writing in the space below. 
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Title Number: _____________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

END OF PAPER 


