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Year 6 English Listening Comprehension  Time: 30 minutes 

 

Teacher’s Paper 

Procedures for Task One 

Look at Task one. 

(Allow a 15-second pause while students familiarise themselves with the task.) 

Listen carefully.  You will hear the reading twice. 

Hello!  Today we’re going to talk to you about how to play the card game Uno. 

Playing Uno 

Here are some important rules to follow when playing Uno: 

1. Shuffle the cards well. 

2. Give seven cards to each player. Tell them not to show the cards to anyone else.  

3. Place the rest of the cards face down in the middle and then pick up the top card.  

4. Put it face up next to the others in your hand. This single card is the stack that 
everyone plays on. 

5. Now you have to get rid of all your cards by laying them down on the face-up pile, 
taking turns around the circle. You must be able to match the colour or the 
number of the top card in order to lay down a card. 
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6. You can use a Skip to skip the next player and use a Wild card to change the 
colour being played. Reverse cards change the direction of play. For example, if 
you are going around the circle to the right, the direction goes to the left. 

7. But remember the most important rule: You must shout UNO when you lay down 
your next to last card. If you don't and someone else yells it, then you must take 
two other cards. 

(Include a 5-second pause.) 

 Listen to the sentences and underline the correct word or phrase in each bracket as 
you listen. 

(Include a 4-second pause after each number.) 

1. You have just listened to (questions, instructions, orders) about how to play 
Uno. 

2. Each player takes (five, ten, seven) cards. 

3. To start the game, every player takes the (bottom, top, middle) card. 

4. To lay down a card, you have to match the (colour or shape, number or shape, 
colour or number). 

5. To change the direction the cards are going, you need a (reverse, wild, skip) 
card. 

6. The Wild card is used to (change direction, change colour, skip the next player). 

7. You shout Uno when you (match all the colours, change direction, lay your next 
to last card)  

8. If someone else shouts Uno before you, you must (shout out Uno again, take 
two cards, leave the game). 
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Now you will hear the text again.  Listen carefully. 

(The text is read a second time.) 

Listen to the sentences again.  You may finish this task as you listen. 

(The sentences are read a second time.  Include the 4-second pause after each 
number.) 

You now have some time to check your answers.  (Allow 30 seconds.) 

This is the end of Task One. (Allow a 30-second pause between Task 1 and Task 2.) 

******************************** 

Procedures for Task Two 

Look at the three exercises for Task Two. 

(Allow a 50-second pause while students familiarise themselves with the three 
exercises.) 

Listen carefully.  You will hear the reading twice. 

Martha’s Lazy Day 

In this passage, ten year old Martha is on holiday with her parents and her younger 
brother Ned. 

The family were having a lazy day.  It was the third day of their stay in a villa on the 
Spanish coast.  On day one, Monday, they had been to the beach; the next day they 
had driven up into the hills; and this, the third day had been declared a lazy day 
around the villa and its grounds.  Martha was looking forward to a day enjoying the 
pool that was in the garden of their holiday home. 

To add to the holiday fun, the family had bought a large inflatable gorilla that was 
now floating sedately around the swimming pool wearing a smug grin.  Ned was 
shooting at it with a large water gun.  To begin with he had aimed the super soaker at 
Martha and her parents but had been soundly told off and told to aim at nothing living. 
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In the middle of the afternoon, having climbed from the pool and smothered herself 
in sun cream, Martha chose a sun bed in a warm shady spot with the intention of 
reading her book.  Though she was really enjoying the story about a well-known 
wizard, Martha soon found she was feeling drowsy in the warmth.  She closed her eyes 
and enjoyed the sound of the water lapping against the tiled walls of the pool; the 
quiet chattering of the palm fronds as the gentle breeze moved them and the crickets 
making their maraca like sounds in the nearby pines.  The world with its soothing 
sounds and comforting warmth lulled her into sleep. 

The next thing Martha knew she was suddenly awake.  For a moment she didn’t know 
where she was and what had woken her.  The world had gone cold, dark and damp and 
something seemed to be resting on her. 

For a split second pictures of her home and family dashed before her eyes; where was 
she, why was she cold and how was she going to get out of here?  She could feel herself 
panicking but then… 

She leapt up to see the rest of the family all laughing at the result of Dad’s dropping 
the very wet gorilla on top of her.  At first Martha felt quite cross about her shock but 
soon saw the funny side of it. 

The whole family enjoyed another dip in the pool before drying off in the warmth and 
dressing ready to go out for dinner.  Martha had enjoyed her lazy day, or at least, she 
had enjoyed most of it! 
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Listen to the exercises and complete them. 

(Include a 4-second pause after each item.) 

Exercise 1:  Underline the correct word or phrase in each bracket. 

a) Martha and her family went on holiday to (Italy, Spain, Greece). 

b) They stayed at a (villa, hotel, apartment). 

c) Martha was reading a book about a (wizard, gremlin, dragon). 

d) Martha’s brother, Ned sprayed water with (a hose pipe, a super soaker, a 
bucket). 

 

Exercise 2: True, False or No Information Given.  Tick the correct box in the table 
below. 

(Include a 4-second pause after each item.) 

a) They went up into the hills on Monday. 

      Tick the correct box. 

b) To read her book, Martha sat on a sun bed. 

Tick the correct box. 

c) It was the afternoon. 

Tick the correct box. 

d) Martha woke up happily. 

Tick the correct box. 

e) When she woke up, her family was eating. 

Tick the correct box. 
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Exercise 3: Fill in each blank with ONE word: 

(Include a 4-second pause after each item.) 

a) There were ___________ trees and ___________ trees close to the pool. 

b) The inflatable ______________ had a _____________ on its face. 

c) Martha ______________ when she couldn’t figure out where she was. 

 

Now you will hear the story being read once again.  Listen carefully. 

(The passage is read a second time.) 

 

Listen to the exercises again.  You may finish off any remaining exercises as you listen. 

(The exercises are read a second time.  Include a 4-second pause after each item.) 

 

You now have some time to check your answers.  (Allow 1 minute.) 

 

This is the end of Task Two and the end of the Listening Comprehension Paper. 

 

END OF PAPER 


