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Year 6 English Reading Comprehension Time: 50 mins 

 

Name: ____________________________________  Class: ________________ 

Reading Comprehension 1              (6 marks) 

Read carefully the information about the festival that is taking place in Birgu. Then 
answer the questions that follow. 

Birgufest 2016 
Date Activity Venue Time Notes 

Friday 13th May 
Knights re-
enactment Victory Square 

9:00 a.m. –  
10:00 a.m. 

Book seats for free. 
First come first 

served. 

 Birgu 
Documentary 

Inquisitor’s 
Palace 

From 10:15 a.m. 
(every 30 
minutes) 

Free entrance. 
Booking 

recommended. 
Saturday 14th 

May 
Artisan 
market 

Couvre Porte 
Area 

7:00 p.m. – 
11:00 p.m. 

In aid of Puttinu 

 Violin recital Church of Saint 
Anne 

7:30 p.m. – 
11:00 p.m. 

Donation at the door 

Sunday 15th May 
KMS sports 
activities Victory Square 9:00 a.m. – noon 

Register at Local 
Council to 

participate. 

 Short Film 
Festival 

Fosse Street 8:00 p.m. – 
11:00 p.m. 

Tickets at €5. 
Children under 10 

free. 

 
Bastion walk 

by night 
Starts from Main 

Gate Street  

From 9:00 p.m. 
every hour till 

midnight 
Guided 
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1. Read the following sentences carefully. Write a T if the sentence is True, an F if 

the sentence is False and an N if there is No Information Given.  (2 marks) 
 
 

i. Birgufest 2016 activities are going to be on for five days.  

ii. All the activities at the festival are free.  

iii. Two of the activities are going to be held at Victory Square.  

iv. The mayor of Birgu is going to open the activities on Friday.   
 
 
2. Underline the correct answer.        (2 marks) 

 
i) If you love music you can listen to the (piano, council, violin, artisan) 

recital at the Church of Saint Anne. 
ii) Be at Main Gate Street for a guided (market, walk, film, dance) around 

the bastions of Birgu. 
iii) Buy something from the Artisan Market and you will be (painting, 

guiding, booking, helping) Puttinu. 
iv) (Register, Start, Walk, Enter) at the Local Council if you want to take 

part in the KMS sports activities. 
 
 

3. Read the clues carefully and write the name of the activity.   (2marks) 
 

 Clues Activity 

i. This activity is going to be held at the Inquisitor’s Palace.  

ii. This activity starts at eight o’clock in the evening.  

iii. This activity costs €5 but is free for children under ten.   

iv. This activity is on Sunday at Victory Square.  
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Reading Comprehension 2  

 
Read the passage below, which is divided in two sections. Then answer the questions 
that follow each section.  
 
Section 1           (10 marks) 
 
Decimus wasn’t the sort of boy who cried in a difficult situation. He felt pain and 
despair like anyone else, but he was able to hold his fear inside. His father had 
taught him at a young age that crying never solved anything, and he had taken the 
lesson to heart. (paragraph 1) 
 
What mattered were facts, and the fact was he had been taken from his parents’ 
house by men who had knocked him unconscious and thrown him in the back of this 
wagon. (paragraph 2)  
 
Moreover, his father must have witnessed the entire event. He had been standing 
only a few metres away when it happened. (paragraph 3)  
 
Decimus felt a sudden panic rise within him, and had to bunch his hands into fists to 
stop them from shaking. He tried to grit his teeth and summon some energy, but it 
seemed to require a colossal effort even to turn his head. When he tried to take a 
deep breath, his chest reacted with a sharp stabbing pain.  (paragraph 4) 
 
He needed to think, and to clear his head… but he was too afraid and his mind was 
too clouded with questions. If these people had bundled him into a wagon… what 
had they done to his father? (paragraph 5) 
 

Adapted from A Hero’s Quest by David Grimstone 
 

Questions on Section 1 

1. What is the name of the boy in this passage?     (1 mark) 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
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2. Who taught Decimus that crying never solved anything?   (1 mark) 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Mark the correct answer with an X in the box next to it.    (2 marks) 
 

i. 
Decimus’ felt pain and despair 
but was able to 

a. call his dad.    

b. hold his fears inside.  

c. escape.  

d. fight back.  
 

ii. The men who took Decimus 
away 

a. helped him gently into the 
wagon.  

b. were friends of his father.  

c. hit him hard and made him lose 
his senses. 

 

d. were tall and muscled.  
 

iii. Inside the wagon Decimus 

a. was in full control of his body.  

b. thought about how he could 
escape. 

 

c. 
shouted and called for his 
parents.  

d. was in a state of panic.  
 

iv. Decimus had 

a. a clear plan of what to do next.  

b. a lot of questions that were 
unanswered. 

 

c. 
a hidden gun that he could use 
to escape.  

d. feeling that everything was 
going to be fine.  
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4. Find words from the passage that carry an opposite meaning to the ones below.   
(2 marks) 

 
i. hope (from paragraph 1)  

ii. front (from paragraph 2)  

iii. sitting (from paragraph 3)  

iv. blurred (from paragraph 5)  
 
 

4. Write down which paragraph speaks about the following:  (2 marks) 
 
i) The  kidnap     Paragraph __________ 

ii) The boy’s physical reaction  Paragraph __________ 

 

5. Write down TWO parts of the body mentioned in the text.  (1 mark) 

 

(a) ________________  (b) ________________ 

 

6. Underline the best answer.        (1 mark) 

i) The men threw Decimus in the (front, middle, back) of the wagon. 

ii) Decimus was (afraid, stabbed, asleep). 
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Section 2           (12 marks) 
           
The thought was quickly followed by others. How long had he been asleep? Minutes? 
Hours? It was hard to tell. He could be half way to Rome by now. Before he could 
raise himself onto his elbows, a noise in the corner of the wagon startled Decimus. 
He quickly scrambled backwards, his eyes locked on the shifting shadows. 
(paragraph 6) 
 
‘Is someone there?’ 
‘Yes,’ said a voice that sounded as though it had 
fought tears… and lost. ‘They took me too. Are you 
hurt?’ 
‘No, but I’m scared,’ replied Decimus. 
‘Me too. My name is Gladius. I come from Brindisium. 
Tomorrow is my birthday.’ (paragraph 7) 
 
Decimus could hear from the change in his new companion’s voice that the boy’s 
tears were about to resurface, so he quickly tried to divert his attention. 
‘Are you tied up?’ asked Decimus briskly. 
‘Yes, I’m chained to this iron ring near me. If I can just…’ (paragraph 8) 
 
The wagon passed over a rocky section of road, throwing the two boys around like a 
couple of pebbles inside a sack. Decimus groaned as his head slammed into the side 
of the wagon, while Gladius badly bruised his elbow on a broken wheel that had been 
tossed inside by their captors shortly after he had been taken. (paragraph 9) 
 
Decimus doubted that from what he could make out, the young boy lying in the 
shadows opposite him was huge. (paragraph 10) 
 
‘Who are they?’ said Gladius, shifting slightly as the wagon hit yet another rock in 
the road. ‘Why did they take us?’ (paragraph 11) 
 

Adapted from A Hero’s Quest by David Grimstone 
 

 



English Reading Comprehension – Year 6 - Half Yearly Examinations 2016 - Page 7 of 8 

Questions on Section 2          
 

1. Answer the following questions.        
 

i. What were the two things that made Decimus notice he was not alone in the 
wagon?          (2 marks) 
 
a. ______________________________________________________ 

b. ______________________________________________________ 

 
ii. Where did Gladius come from?      (1 mark) 

____________________________________________________________ 

iii. What does the author compare the boys to, in paragraph 9? (2 marks) 

____________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Describe what happened to the boys as they passed over a bumpy part in the 

road.           (2 marks) 
 

i. Decimus __________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
 
ii. Gladius __________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Give a reason why the boys could have been taken away by the men. (2 marks) 
 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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4. Find a word from paragraph 7 that means not able to move freely in the wagon.  
(1 mark) 

 

_______________________________________________________________

5. Find a word in paragraph 10  which is the opposite of was sure . (1 mark) 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Write down a phrase from paragraph 8 which shows that Gladius was about to cry 
when he was speaking to Decimus.      (1 mark) 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Questions on Section 1 and 2        (2 marks) 
 
Read the sentences carefully and put them in good chronological order as they 
happened in the passage by numbering them. The first one is done for you.  
 

i. Decimus feels panicked and physically helpless.  

ii. Gladius asks who the men who took them away might be.  

iii. Decimus notices he is not alone in the wagon.  

iv. Decimus is taken away in a wagon by some men. 1 

v. The wagon passes over a bumpy part in the road and the two boys hurt 
themselves. 

 

 
 

END OF PAPER 
 


