
Year 4 

Science Topics 

 

Food Chains 

Instructions: These notes contain links to videos, tasks, experiments and interactive questions. When pressing these 

buttons a new browser window is launched with new contents. When ready close the web browser and continue where 

you left. 

Questions Tasks 



Food Chains 
What animals eat?  

Some animals eat only plants. They are called herbivores. 

Examples of herbivores are deer, elephants, cows, horses, sheep, etc. 

 

 

Some animals eat other animals. They are called carnivores. 

Examples of carnivores are lions, tigers, wolves, dogs, cats, sharks, chameleons, 

eagles, etc.  

 



 

Some animals eat both animals and plants. They are called omnivores. 

Some examples are pigs, bears, ants, birds (some birds eat seeds and worms) 

and humans. 

Click this button to answer 

some questions about this 

section. 

Questions 

Click this button to watch a 

video about Herbivores, 

Carnivores and Omnivores. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1OXjBKApnnR9sVcfvMmu10bN1eaHz6YYY
http://www.sciencemz.com/questions-on-food-carnivores-herbivores-and-omnivores/


Most carnivores have big pointed sharp teeth to kill, tear flesh and break 

bones. 

Most herbivores have flat teeth to nibble, crush and grind plants. 

  

Most omnivores have both sharp and flat teeth to eat animals and plants.  

  

Click this button to watch a 

video about animal teeth 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1oVpM_IpIVFhrv5ujCTGY27_HiJGn2Vx-


Predators and Prey: Animals which kill other animals for food are called 

predators. The victim animals which are killed are called prey. Don’t confuse 

the word ‘prey’ with ‘pray’. Pray is when you communicate  with God, prey is 

the animal who is killed by another animal for eating. Though the Prey must 

Pray before it dies! 

  

Sometimes an animal can be a predator and a prey. For 

example, the snake in the first picture is the predator and the 

mouse prey. In the second picture the snake becomes prey 

for the eagle. 

Question 

Click this button to answer a 

question. 

http://www.sciencemz.com/question-drag-and-drop-predator-and-prey/


Producers and Consumers:  

Producers are living things that can produce (make) their own food. Only green 

plants can make their own food.                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To make their own food, plants first get the ingredients from the soil, water and 

air. Then, the plant puts the ingredients into the ‘plant’s pan’ which are the 

leaves. To ‘cook’ the ingredients and make food, the plants use sun light. Light 

from the sun has energy, this energy changes the ingredients (air, water and 

minerals from soil) into a green substance found in the plants’ leaves.  

 

  

Animals can not make their own food. They need to find it. They are called 

consumers (consume food). 

Plants = Producers 

Animals = Consumers 

Plants get energy from the sun. If there is no sun, plants can not produce food 

and die. Herbivores will not find plants to eat and die. Then Carnivores will not 

find other animals to eat and die. Without the sun life can not exist. 

Questions 

Click this button to watch a 

video about how plants make 

their own food. 

Click this button to answer fill 

in the blanks question. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-jx2FVasNqBFjieoh3HKu67ATHMHoULx
http://www.sciencemz.com/question-fill-in-the-blanks-consumers-and-producers/?preview_id=23&preview_nonce=2f962632e7&preview=true


Food Chains 

This is a food chain. A food chain shows how each living thing gets food, and 

how nutrients and energy are passed from creature to creature. Food 

chains begin with energy from the sun which is moved to plants (plants make 

their own food) and end with animal-life. 

Energy from the sun is changed to food in the plants. The caterpillar eats the 

plant. The bird eats the caterpillar. Note the direction of the arrows. They point 

towards who get the food (energy). 

In most diagrams of food chains, the sun is omitted as shown below.  



Top of the Food Chains 

 Some animals are said to be at the top of the food 

chain. This is because they are not hunted by other 

animals. For example no animal hunts the lion, tiger, 

shark or eagle. 

Examples of food chains 

Sometimes the diagrams are 

drawn vertically or circular. 

Questions 

Click this button to answer 

questions about food chains. 

http://www.sciencemz.com/food-chains-questions/


Food Webs 

 In nature most animals eat more than one type of animal or plant. For example 

snakes can eat mice, rabbits, frogs and birds. Instead of drawing a food chain 

for every animal, we can draw all the food chains in one diagram. This diagram 

is called a food web. A food web is similar to a food chain but larger, and it is a 

diagram that combines many food chains into one picture. Food webs show 

how plants and animals are connected in many ways to help them all survive, 

Tasks 

Press button to download food chains 

template worksheet. Draw three food 

chains of animals of your choice. 

Click this button to watch a 

video about all the points 

covered in this topic. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=12TdhO1ZSpYJHByoLIXLV1cMsNtGYsyjy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_-pJxHktcMXYsgBzzAfD4Y-GkchSkc_8

